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SATURDAY, 13 January 1962.

The Maritime Commission: There is something very mysterious &bout the
manner in which the Maritime Cormission plaeced the operation of the new
atomic merchants vessel the Savannsh In the hkands of the States lMarine
Company. This was done under Eicenhower after a committee of experts
recommended that a new atomic vessel be operated by the American President's
Line instead the Savannah was put under the States Marine Lines which
was the lowest on the list. Congressmen Bonner of North Carolina hes
pointed out that the States Marine Line has used foreign egents abroad
and foreign flag ships despite which it got this prize package.
Congressman Dounner also points to the fact that John McCone then strong
with the Eisenhower administration was then being made Chairmesn of the
Atomic Energy Commission and that McCone wee in partnership with the
States Marine Line. McCone hes now been nominated by Kennedy to be head
of Central Intelligence and comes up for Senate confirmation next week.

The Maritime Commission: Some of the worse crack ups of liberty ships
during and after the war were the ships built by the Henry Keiser shipyard.
The same Henry Kaiser to whom McCone awarded that quickie flying boxcar
contract at three times the cost of Kaiser's competitor, the Falrchild
Company at Hagerstown, Maryland.

Now & final prediction: Some people have wondered why I have
written about the past operations of McCone nominated to be head of
Central Intelligence. The reeson is that Central Intelligence has been
guilty of some terrible mistakes, the fiasco in Cuba, the sending of the
U-2 over Russia Just as Eisenhower was about to go to Paris and Russia.
This seriously set back the peace of the world. John McCone has charm
end determination, but was head of the West Coast Shipbuilding Company _
vhich made more money out of Uncle Sam during the war then any other /\
executive now in Government. JHe also avarded his wartime pertner, j ’k‘v
Henry Kaiser, with a quickie ailrplane contract at an exorbiten !
Eé he ; McCone 'beca.me undersecretary of the Air Force.
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_ ' This is a record which the public has & right to know about, and

which the Senate cannot ignore. Unfortunately Senators have developed
e habit in recent years of confirming almost any name the President
sends them, so here is my prediction: In the Armed Services Committee,
Chairman Russell of Georgia will vot to confirm McCone as will Senator
Jackson of Washington, and probebly also Senator Symington of Missouri
who is very kind-hearted. But I predict Senator Case of South Dakota
vho has saved more money on war contracts than any other single Senator
will esk McCone some very important questions. I also predict that
Senator Margeret Chase Smith of Malne who has great courage and Senator
Glenn Beall of Maryland who also has courage will demand a careful
investigation of McCone before he l1ls confirmed.
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